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ALBERTA
MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

Office ofthe Minister
MLA, Peace River

April 2, 2026

I am pleased to share that today, our government introduced Bill 28 the Municipal Affairs and
Housing Statutes Amendment Act, 2026. Bill 28 makes amendments to the Municipal
Government Act to modernize municipal rules, improve clarity and consistency, and strengthen
service delivery.

Rather than addressing issues piecemeal, Alberta’s government is proposing a single,
comprehensive package of changes that reflects how interconnected municipal systems are.
The proposed amendments are organized around five themes:

growth and housing — how communities expand,

assessment and property tax — how services are paid for fairly,

governance and accountability — who is responsible and to whom,

municipal transparency — how municipalities make decisions and operate day to day,
and

» public institutions — how essential public services are governed and protected.
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Together, these five themes form a coherent approach to modernizing municipal legislation,
solidifying local governance, and supporting communities across Alberta.

Growth and Housing
The proposed changes will accelerate construction to build more homes faster by improving

transparency, reducing red tape, and lowering development costs by:
» clarifying the application of off-site levies; and
¢ requiring permit timeline reporting to be posted on municipal websites.

Also included are amendments related to “Automatic Yes” frameworks, which will allow
municipalities to fast-track low-risk development permits, increasing predictability for builders
and helping accelerate housing construction across Alberta. Future regulation will build on this
work by restricting particular non-statutory studies in the development process to further
streamline approvals.

In addition, charter schools will be treated consistently with other publicly funded schools by
enabling access to municipal and school reserve land, supporting parental choice in education.

The proposed changes would also allow the Minister of Municipal Affairs to set requirements for
community design codes that municipalities may choose to adopt, helping streamline approvals

for developments that meet established land-use and design standards while preserving local
decision-making.
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Assessment and Property Tax
The proposed legislative amendments will implement some of the decisions from the recently
completed policy phase of the Assessment Model Review. These decisions will lay the
foundation to modernize the regulated property assessment system and promote fairness for
municipalities and industries by:
» clarifying the rules that determine which costs are assessable, which will improve
consistency and reduce assessment appeals;
« enabling greater use of standardized rates for regulated properties, which will increase
predictability and efficiency of assessment;
« applying penalties to property owners who fail to report timely property information; and
o establishing a regular cycle for review of assessment models.
More details about the outcomes of the policy phase of the Assessment Model Review are
being sent to you under separate cover.

Using the updated rules and policies, new models for assessing individual types of regulated
properties will now be developed to better reflect current costs, technology and construction

practices. The work for this next phase of the Assessment Model Review will be undertaken

over the next two years, and will continue to involve significant input from municipal, industry
and assessment stakeholders.

In addition, the proposed amendments will prevent municipalities from taxing Albertans on
similar homes differently based solely on whether or how they are occupied.

Governance and Accountability

Alberta’s government is proposing to strengthen accountability and integrity in local government
by creating a provincial councillor accountability framework. The framework will govern issues
such as pecuniary interest, unauthorized use of municipal assets, disclosure of confidential
information, egregious behaviour, threatening behaviour and improper use of influence.

Under the proposed framework, complaints will be investigated by an independent third-party,
ensuring impartial, timely resolution of issues before they escalate, and a roster of
commissioners will be appointed by the province to hear appeals.

In addition, proposed changes will update the process for viability reviews by making the vote of
electors a plebiscite (non-binding vote) with final decisions on dissolution at Cabinet’s discretion.
This will apply to viability reviews that are already underway where a vote of electors has not yet
occurred, as well as any future reviews.

Municipal Transparency

The proposed changes will improve transparency by requiring municipalities to publicly disclose
the salaries of municipal staff above a specified threshold, aligning practices with other public
sector disclosure standards.

In addition, proposed changes will allow rural, small urban, and specialized municipalities to
show policing costs as a separate line on property tax notices, improving transparency for
residents.
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A province-wide framework for councillor information requests, requiring timely access to readily
available information and consistent sharing of broader information with all councillors will
strengthen councils’ ability to govern effectively and make informed decisions. Councils will also
be able to adopt local policies to manage significant information requests in a practical,
sustainable way.

The proposed changes will also modernize governance and operations of Business
Improvement Areas, including flexibility for interim appointments, electronic notifications, and in-
year budget changes, to reduce red tape, improve flexibility and help commercial districts stay
vibrant and responsive to local needs.

Public Institutions

The proposed amendments will clarify how municipalities govern and oversee municipal public
utilities, establishing that municipalities may be required by regulation to transfer control and
operations of a municipal public utility to a public utility entity, such as a regional services
commission or a municipally controlled corporation.

| invite you to read Bill 28. A copy of the bill can be found here:
https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill ?billinfoid=12124&from=bills

Additional information about the proposed amendments is also available here:
https://www.alberta.ca/modernizing-municipal-legislation-across-the-province
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